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Marion Store Doubles Space 
For ''Customer Convenience''· 
In Beautiful" New Quarters 

. M�rion's. Main street - the pulse of southwest Virginia will quicken its pace Friday morning, ?tfay 2, at 9 :30, whea 
the doors of the new $65,000 home of Parks Belk Company are opened to the public. · 

In the process of c'onstruction for the past six months, sometimes stowed because of material for national defense, 
nee�s, the new enlarged store will show this section the Jat­ es.t in modern department store architecture and fixtures. Its 
12,000 square feet of floor space doubles exactly the space of 
the old store and extends, to two floors and a balcony. 

Owner of_ the building is Beattie Gwyn .of Marion. 
The opemng of' the �ew building climaxes seven years 

· of pr<?gress �he _Belk cham has made since it est�lished a 
s�ore m Marion m 1934. The old store was enlarged several 

'times but the �ompan:y felt new, larger quarters were needed 
to best serve its public and a new building was leased. The 
progress the local store has made is typical of the strides. 
taken m the past 50 years since the first Belk store was 
opened at Monroe, N_. C. There are now 190 Belk stores in 
t�e �o�th with estabhshments in the states of Virginia, West 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, Florida, Georgia and 
and Alabama. The Belk stores are the largest retailers <Ji 
merchandise in the south. .-. , 

Pecular in the fact that all Belk $r� "are operated '"" 
srpa,ratel)'. and that all. communities, where=stores are located 
oene�t _direct!� fro� t�e stores, the Belk chain is the only 
assoc1�t10n of its kmd m the United States which has each 
store mdependent of each other. The main office of the 
stores is in Charlotte, N. C. 

First Belk store in this section was established. in Bristol 
· in 1929. Marion was the next southwest Virginia town to be 

selected and now several communities in the immediate area. 
have Belk stores. An official of the Belk chain in ·comment­ 
ing on the opening of the new store, said the' relations be­ 
teen the store and town have always been most pleasant and 
because Marion itself has grown so rapidly the past f0\V 
years it became necessary for the store to expand its quar- ters. · 

A feature of the new Marion building, which catches 
the eye of every passerby is the front with three separate 
window· displays, unlike any other department store in this 
section. Windows are on both sides of the store and there 
is one directly in the center, between the two entrances of the 
building. 

But it is in the interior where the modern design really 
comes into its own. With light ceiling, which reflects the 
modern fluorescent light, a daytime atmosphere is present al· 
ways, assuring customers they see what they buy. New fix­ 
tures, including new tables, racks, closets have been installed 
throughout the store and only the most modern up-to-date 
equipment is used. All trim and the fixtures are in light 
brown color. 

Directly inside of the front door is the hosiery and ac­ 
cessory department for ladies. On the left side going into the 
store is the· piece goods department extending to the stair­ 
case midway in the building. On the right side of the en­ 
trance from Main street is the expanded men's department 
which extends the length of the store. Exactly in the center 
of the building is the cashier and wrapping counter, located ,· 
in the center to eliminate loss of time and to service custom· 
ers as quickly as possible. The shoe department occupies 
the rear west corner of the first floor. New benches and 
chairs, modernistic in design with bright metal frames and 
upholstered in blue and cream leather, are in the shoe section as well . in other parts of the store. 

The ladies ready to wear - department is reached by a. 
short flight of steps. The balcony setting for this department 
is unique and is an attractive beauty feature of the building. 

The popular bargain department is on the second floor 
five steps up from the balcony. This spacious room ii, 

filled with numerous tables with a large amount of. aisle - 
space between each. 

" The building was built and planned for a department 
store. Clarence B. Kearfott, Bristol architect, who has de­ 
signed many of Marion's modern buildings, laid the plans � 
eliminate excessive walking and to make the large buildizc 
as compact as possible for the utmost of customer conven- 
ience. · 

' The store building occupies the former site of the Christ 
Episcopal church, for many years a land mark in Marion. 
Mr. Gwyn purchased the site last summer and by Christmas 
the Episcopal congregation had moved into a new church ill 

:Marion's west end. " 

S DOORS.OF 
STORE 

MA'.\',1.GER of the lla.rion Parks 
Belk store is Sam B. Peavler, a­ 
bove, who .has been connected 
with the Beik organization for 
12 years and f.ir .:the past three 
years has been niiinager of the 
Marion store. 

'.\Ir. I'eavler begun w.th the 
Be'k chain in Kingsport, 'I'enn., 

· as n1ana,ger ,.�f the men's depart­ 
ment and since then has also 
worked in other Southwest Vir­ 
ginia and East Tennessee stores. 
He came to '.\larion in the late 
summer of .'l938 and, since then 
has applied; the experience he 
had gained )ll"eviously by ·so cap­ 
a,bly managint the Marion branch 
that a new, .' larger building. was 
needed to ta� care of Parks Belk 
patrons. 

l'dr. Peavler 'has been active in 
civic organizations in Marion dur­ 
ing his three years here. He is · 
a member of. the Mar1on Rotary 
club and has · several times serv­ 
ed on committees of the Chamber 
of Commerce · of Marion. 

Almost a.s well known to Mar­ 
ion as . him� is Mr. Peavler'a 
hobby - motorcy,cung. Before he 
began riding the motor cycle Mr. 
Peavler could .' be seen riding a 
eombination bicycle-motor up and 
dawn Marion's) Main atreet. 

� t ... 
� t 

terior 'shows the building and its st ·i, i g 
windows as it appears at night. J'eat.ie 
Gwyn of Marion is owner of the !!;[i0.0f\O 
building. (Photo for Parks Belk Com_ any) 
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Truly a departmentalized store 
·is }�e new" ffoi,J, .,f 'Pa� Bhllc 
Company in Marion. Planned to 

_reduce confusion and eliminate 
loss o4: time the store was design­ 
ed to give the utmost in customer 
convenience even during the great­ 
est buying rushes. 

There are four· separate depart­ 
ments on the first floor' of the 
beautiful new asset to .Main 
street. The enlarged men's depart­ 

" ment begins at the front of the 
store on the east side of the 
building and extends to the rear 
of the building. On the opposite 
s.de are the piece goods and shoe 
departments, both with larger 
space ·avail�ble in the double sized 
building in comparison to the old 
store. The hosiery and ladies' 
accessory departments occupy the 
front of the store and extend 
the width of the building. 

On the · balcony are found the 
ladies' ready-to-wear and baby de­ 
partments. Level with the street, 
the balcony is an idea>! spot for 
receiving shipments of new goods 
without disturbing shoppers. 

The second fioor, which is a­ 
bout two-thirds the size of the 
first, houses the popular bargain 
department. 

AH departments are named and 
signs telling shoppers of each 
type of merchandise are in big 
hlue letters, vtsjble from almost 
any point on the floor. Modern 
lighting over Tue 12,000 square 
feet of floor space will prove to 
customers that during Christanas 
and Easter seasons when shop­ 
ping is heaviest, confusion and 
commotion have been eliminated 
by careful planning and building. 

·Business had so increased in 
the old quarters that a larger 
home for the department store 
was needed, despite the additions 
.several times to the old location. 
The new store is exactly twice the 
size in floor space o! the old 
building. Additions to the sales 
sta.tf, too, will eliminate waste of 
time by shoppers. 

Building Planned td 
Eliminate Confusion 
In Greatest Rushes. 

65,000 

NEW BEAUTIFUL store of Parks Belk 
Company, which opens its doors Friday morn­ 
ing, May 2, in the center of Marion's shop­ 
ping district. This front view of the ex- 

(Photo Greear Studio) 

OWNER of the new Parks Belk 
store building in Marion is Beat­ 
tie Gwyn, prominent in many­ 

.lines of business and. community 
activity. 

Mr. Gwyn purchased the lot 
from the congregation of Christ 
Episcopal church last year, a sale 
which played a large part in mak­ 

. ing it possjble for them to build 
their beautiful new and larger 
church in the west end. 

The new buildinz;: as plotted 
Under his supervision, \\'SS plan­ 
ned especially for the needs of 
the Parks Belk organization, the 
lessees. 

During his business career Mr. 
Gwyn was formerly prominent in 
the automobile and ice business. 
At present he is chief.ly busy with 
Gwyn Distributin,g Company, dis­ 
tributor of Schlitz beer in this 
territory, and his extensive real 
estate holdings in 11farion. 

During his civic career Mr. 
Gwyn long occupied a seat on the 
Marion town council. He has 
been a strong supporter a! the 
Chamber of Commerce and is a 
former president of the Marion 
Kiwanis Ciub. 

PARKS 
NEW 

PARKS BELK SECTION 

Large Staff of 
Employees Ready 
To Serve Patrons 

Special Values 
Offered During 
Opening Days 

.Speeial values in each of Parks 
Belk Company's deparllments are 
announced on paige 4 and 5 of 
this section, with each of the 
departments playing an important 
role in the store's opening celebra­ 
tion. 

The departments of piece goods, 
shoes, men's ladies' ready to wear, 
bargain all are offering unusual 
purchases. Manager S. B. Peav- 

. !er and his staff cordia:Ily invite 
the friends and patrons of Parks 
Belk Company to visit the store 
this week-end and ea, ly next 
we sk to see the new, pieasant 
surroundings the store now 
boasts. There will be �xtra sales­ 
pec0p!e on hand to handte the 
large crowd expecte.::, 

. With the moving of Pa.rks Belk 
.Company to larger quarters it 
has also been necessary to add 
to the employees of the store 
in order that speedy, efficient 
service - so well charactaristic 
of Parks Mk - may be contin­ 
ued. 

No les.s than 15 �loyees in 
-the two store building stand ready 
at wll times to wait on patrons. 
Most of the staff has been con­ 
nected with clothing business for 
several years and are schooled in 
extending the best services to the 
public. -· _ , � __ .-- -r' - ...•. , 

Oldest in point 'of service in 
serving the Marion public is Miss 
Sallie Rice, head of the large 
piece goods department located on 
the first floor of the new build­ 
ing. Be.fore Parks Belk located 
in Marion in 1934 Miss Sallie, 
as she is known to her many 
friends. had aided customers in 
other local stores. 

Manager of the men's depart­ 
ment and assistant manager of 
the store is Vernon Blackburn, 
formerly of Bristol. He has been 
with Parks Belk for six years; 
including three years at Marion. 
He is assisted in the men's depart- 

} ment by Luke Anderson, with 
three years' experience, 

;. , Vance Boone, Ma:ion, is in 
cha11ge of the 9JJac10�, modem 
shoe department located on the 
rear of the first floor. He has 
had three years' eooperience in 
selling ladies', children's · and 
men's shoes. His assistant is Miss 
Alice Pafford. 

Mrs. Samuel Patton, o4: Marion, 
is in eharge Ci!. the underwear 
department, with headquarters in 
the center of the first floor. 

Mrs. Clarence Wohlford will 
have change <Ji the enlarged de­ 
partment on the first floor for 
ladies' hosiery, which boasts a 
larger, more complete line of 
nationally known brands. 

On the balcony, where ladies' 
ready-to-wear department is 
found, Mrs. Dora Wlhite, who �as 
been working with the Manon 
store for the past four years, 
will be in charge. Mrs. Harry 
White with her department also 
located on the balcony, superin­ 
tends millinery and the baby de­ 
partment. Mrs. Wayne Weaver 
is in char,ge of all alterations. 

Mrs. H. P. Griffitts, Mis.s Marie 
Moxley and Haywood Anderson, 
with a larger, more modern bar­ 
gain department, located Oil floor 
two are in charge there. Vowers 
Osb�rne also helps with thls de­ 
partment. 

Miss Helen Ritchey, who haS 
been with the Marion store for 
three years, is secretary to Mr. 
P-ler the store manager, and 
boolclkee� and cashier. She ee­ 
-eupiea the office in the center of . 
itie first floor. 

.. 



BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 

Architect 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
PARKS BELK 

COMPANY 
of the new 

extends ·congratulations to the beau· 
tiful new store and i wishes Parks 
Belk much success. 

Engineers-F ounders-M achinists 

ESTIMATES GLADLY FURNISHED 

,. 

TENN. 

Company 

We furnished the structural steel 
and miscellaneous iron work for 
this fine new building. 

JOHNSON CfTY 

Machine 

Inter- State Foundry 
& 

-, 
; 

Telephone· 
1946 

• PARKS BELK 
COMPANY 

STORE 

Office Address 
Dominion National 

Bank Building 

I 
extends hearty congratulations 

\... HOW TO DETECT COUNTERFEIT BR.LS 
I, KNOW YOUR MONEY! 
2. COMPARE the suspected bill with a genuine of the same 
type and denomination. Observe carefully the Icllowlnq 
features: 

·.• 

·.,· 

TO 

BELK 
co. 

PARKS 

- . CONCRATULA TIONS 

Chief, U. S. Secret Service. ,, l 

KNOW YOUR MONEY 
A� �-; Loss Due to Counterfeits , - , r ' ·;,;� , ,·. . . 
r J..��::,---�1,·._ \ . . t . t· . ·t � 

TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC: 
Tht_ Vnited States Secret Service and your police wlsli you 
to KNOW YOUR MONEY, and through this nation-wide 

educational program aim to suppress the 
major crime of counterfeiting, 
Observance of these few simple rules will 

· safeguard the pocketbooks of the Nation. 
Therefore, I urge every person to carefully 
study the rules and to follow them. 
The United States Secret Service Is grateful 
for the whole-hearted cooperation which 
It has always enjoyed from your police 
officers, and we now solicit the assistance 

CHIEF' WILSON of every American citizen in this effort to 
prevent crime through this modem method of education, in­ 
stead of the age:-old method of prosecutions and lmprisonmenL 

�� 

Hats 

PARKS 
B�LK 
CO .. 

to 

'• t 

- 

. _,,,, 

MEN WILL FIND 

' '. '. 
' j 

! 
! 

On Its Fine New Store! 

EM�RSON 
HATS 

(a) PORTRAIT: Genuine Is l!fellke; stands out from oval background 
which is a fine screen of regukir lines; notice particularly the eyes. The 
counterfeit Is dull smudgy, or unnaturally white; scratchy; bcckqround 
la dark wllh IITegular and broken lines. 

(b) SEAL: On genuine, sawtoolh points around rim are !denUcal and sharp. 
On counterfeit, sawtooth points are usually different; uneven; broken off. 

(c) SERIAL NUMBERS: Genuine have distinctive style; firmly and evenly 
printed; 1ame color as seal. Counterfeit. style different; poorly printed; 
badly spacod; uneven In appearance, 

(d) PAPER: Genuine bills are printed on distinctive paper containing very 
1mall red and blue sill: threads. · 

3. RUBBING a bill will NOT prove whether it is genuine or 
counterfeit; ink will rub off of either. 
4. REMEMBER-NOT ALL STRANGERS ARE COUNTER­ 
FEITERS, BUT ALL COUNTERFEITERS ARE LIKELY TO BE 
STRANGERS. 

I hope that Marion and Smyth 
County are pleased with the new· 
est addition to our growing Main 
Street business section 

featured in the men's department on the first 
floor of the new building. A great selection 
at - 

TYPES OF CURRENCY 
The only three types of currency printed by the United States 
Government for circulation are: ' 

1. FEDERAL RESERVE NOTES, which bear GREEN serial numbers and seal. 
I. UNITED STATES NOTES, which bear RED numbers and seal. 
I. Sn. VER CERTIFICATES, which bear BLUE numbers and sea!.' 

BEATTIE GWYN 
• 

PORTRAITS . 
Oenominalion11 of bills may be identified by portraits, as 
follows; - 

WASHINGTON on all $1.00 bills 
JEFFERSON on all $2.00 bills 
LINCOLN on all $5.00 bills 
HAMILTON on all $10.00 bills 

Builder of Parks Belk Building 
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. to the occupant, the owner and 
the builder of the new Parks Belk 
store in Marion - and to the Mar­ 
ion and Smyth county community 
now graced by this fine new busi­ 
ness structure - Marion Hardware 
& Supply Company Inc. offers its 
congratulations. 

INC. 

We are thankfully proud of 
the part we had in the con· 
struction of the new Parks 
Belk Store. Our contribu- '·:-,,;� ·s''!: 

tion included: 

We Salute Progress on Marion's 
Fast Growing Main Street! 

Furnishing and Installing Plumbing 
and Heating System and Fixtures . 

· Furnishing lead-coated tin roof .. 

.. 

Furnishing Mill Work and many 
· building materials, including cement, 
masonry morter, plaster, metal lath, 
plaster base, builder's hardware. 

Congratulations-- 

Par ks Belk Co. 
Beattie Gwyn 
S. I. Dye & Sons 

• 

',\. 
"/<'·,.;/';��- r 

;. 
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Smyth county women chose this 
shoe exclusively, 

For men Tom Terry shoes, fea­ 
turing collegiate styles, are ac­ 
espied leaders in its price field. 
Looks, wearability and comfort 
are featured to give the utmost 
satisfaction to the many wearers 
of Torn Terry shoes. 

The work of Joe Rainero Tlie 
Company, of Bristol, Tenn.-Va., · 

.· in laying terrazza in the· beauti­ 
ful, attractive front of the Parks 

·Belk building is tyipical of the 
work Mr. Rainero has been doing 
for the past 25 years he has been 
in business. 

Everythin.g must be done to in· 
sure beauty for time to come and 
Mrs. Rainero and his son, Leno, 
personally oversee each job to 
see that it is done rLght. The at­ 
tractive front of the new store 
building is just one af the Mar­ 
ion Jobs Mr. Rainero has done. 
Marion's other new building, Mat­ 
ion Drug Company, which opened 
last fall is another exam.pie of 
the Rainero skill. 

Terrazza Installed 
By Rainero Tile Co. 

i 
i 

·/_J 

"The Evidence" with faculty member G. S. 
Buchanan 'Jr., on left. They are Mary Sue 
Sprinkle, Audrey Billings, Opal Montgomery, 
George Collins,· Charles King. · ·, 

Bottom is the Marion cast in action as 
they gave "The Perfect Gentleman." They 
are Elizabeth Jones, Joe Prater, Sue Sheffey 
Parrish, Madeline Snider, Clarence Mairs;' 
They were coached by Mrs. Bernadette Kyle; 

(Staff Photos-Greear) 

In the new, spacious building 
of Parks Beik Company are fea­ 
tured two leading brands of shoes 
manufactured by Craddock Terry 
Shoe Corporation of Lynchburg, 
Natural Bridge shoes for women 
and Tom Terry shoes for men 
are the Craddock Terry products 
so well known to Smyth county 
men and women. 

Natural Bridge shoes offer 
several special :i1:nuen comfort 
features fur women, The shoes 
have a cushion for the metatarsal 
arch, a cusmon for the heel, 
cushion for the instep and a 
built-in metatarsal arch, all de­ 
s\gned to give the greatest a­ 
mount of comfort to wearers. Al­ 
ways among the leaders in fash­ 
ions, Natural Bridge shoes com- , 
bine comfort with · style. Many \ 

a; 

der Company at Radford, which 
was erected in an amazmgly short 
time, far in front of 'the schedule, 
'1 he company has recentlv f.nish­ 
ed, also, two large jobs in Roan­ 
oke. 

Parks Belk Features s 

Craddock-Terry Shoes 

SCHOOL ACTORS in the three one-act plays 
given Friday, the 25th, in the Smyth County 
School Festival are pictured above. Top 
the Chilhowie cast of "Sigar and Spice" 
directed by Miss Ella Mae Frye. Left to 
right are Edna Love Bonham, Frances Dun­ 
gan, James Cole, Mary Madison, Charles 
Ratcliffe. 

In center is the Allison's Gap cast of 

I, 

! 

Inter-State Foundry and Ma­ 
chine Company of Johnson City, 
Tenn., which furnished the struc­ 
tural steel and miscellaneious 
iron work on the new home of 
Parks Belk, is noted over this 
section of the United States for 
large amoun t of steel and iron 
carried at all times in stock. 

Because of this large amount 
of metal, the company can, at 
short notice, ship materials for 
jobs where speed is an import­ 
ant .factor, 

Inter-State Foundry and Ma­ 
chine Company. operates a foun­ 
dry, machine shop, pattern shop, · 
structural steel and ornamental 
iron department, each of which 
is an entirely seperate building 
and department. J. H. Miller is 
president and treasurer of the 
organization; B. M. Crumley, vice­ 
president, and Guy A. MH!er, see-. 
retary. 

Notaible among the company's 
recent jobs is the Hercules Pow>' 

Inter-State Furnishes 
Structural Steel for 
Parks Belk Building 



THERE ARE SPECIAL VALUES 

EVERY MEMBER OF THE FAMILY IS INVITED! 

E 
s. 
to 
a, 

': .:t 
Thousands upon thousands of yards of .'p'. 
silks will greet you as you enter the new , 
These silks, including triple sheers, solid c 
and wash silks, were shipped just in tim, 
the opening. - ' 

· � SHEER GOODS 

· 49c yd. 

Lace Table Cloths 
A gorgeous decoration to any 
tllble. These beautiful pat­ 
terns are very much in de­ 
mand and are worth a care­ 
ful inspection. 

As the merry month of May arrives tho: 
turn to summer materials. Sheer goods fil 
larger and even better piece goods depart 
and are priced at - 

15C-19C· 25C3yd 

CHENILE BED SPREADS 
Lots i,I. new patterns and new colors 
are included in this first showing to 
the Marion public. Unpacked in time 
for our opening. , 

$2.98 • $3.45· 
,$3.98 

r�oods 
t 

. STRAW HAT. Tl trl_E ! ,. , ,-y- 
. . 

May 15th in Straw Bat day and if you w�it that i�ni;­ 
your chance of getting tone of these new, serviceable 
eummer hats will probably be gone. Brand new styles 
shown in Marion for the first time. 

Uniforms 

BONAIRE SHIRTS 

98( 

$1.00 

Nylon Hose 

98C & $1.98 

If you searched and searched you would never find a value in shirts 
such as these Bonaire sanforized. Every shirt is guaranteed. New pat­ 

. terns, colors and styles with non-wilt collar. A regular $1.50 value 
offered .for special opening value at - 

$1.00 

A new feature added to our second. 
floor ready-to-wear department are 
these nurse and maid uniforms in 
whites and colors. Duti-Duds is 
the name. Ask for them· for long 
serviceable wear. 

Nylon hose - American Women's first 
choice - are in demand. These are 
regularly priced at $1.39 but while 
they last they're offered on the first 
floor for - _ 1 _; 

Handbags 
Summer and spring bags in 
latest most popular materials 
and colors. Whites, black, 
red and browns are featured. 

98c - $1.98 $2.98, 

Hundreds of new silk dresses, in every imagin­ 
able style, color and pattern decorate our larg­ 
er, more complete department for women. Many 
of these silks are being shown for the first time • 
in Marion when our doors open. Save for 
summer by saving today! 

,. 

It will pay you to shop the millinery 'department 
on the balcony and see the hundreds of crea­ 
tions we have for this summr. They've just 
oeen unpacked. 

>" ... ;.. 

A Great New · Store 
Features An Up-to-Date 
Ladies' Ready-to-Wear 
Department, 2nd. Floor 

$1.98 · $2.98-$3.98 
$5.95 _$7.95-$9.95 

15C-19C-25C 

UNDERWEAR 
Right at hand on the first floor 
you'll find the underwear depart­ 
menf' and here you'll find wonderful 
bargains. Panties and step-ins in 
assorted sizes- 
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L VA.LUES FOR EVERYONE AT . . r 
I ", 

7-Way Floor Lamps 

Men's Work Shoes 
98c, $1.49, $1.98 

A beautiful oaddition to any 
home would be this 7-Way 
floor lamp, giving you seven 
way ,light. Take advantage of 
this opening special. 

98c • $1.98 

Men's Dress Shirts 
69c 

Striped Chambray 
, e 15c yard 

· iCretones 
lOc, 12 1-2c, 15c 

Just unpacked! Children's and 
Misses sheer dresses. Special 
savings for you! 

$1.49 

Little Boys' U nionalls and 
Playalls, just the thing for ltim 
this summer - 

$1.98, $2.98 

Feather Pillows 
59c each 

59c. 

59c 

Hundreds tof pairs of women's 
and misses oxfords. Straps and 
ties in white, brown and com­ 
binations. Regular $1.98 - 

Here's a real buy. Store your 
1f'Tinter clothes in this Dlot.h-"" 
proof eabinet:' ' ' ' 

Percale Prints, 36 in. 
lOc yard 

Latest summer hats for misses 
in lig,ht , shades. A perf<et 
chance for You to get your 
summer bonnet at a savings. · 

'Card Tables 
$1.00 each 

Bed Spreads 
!49c, 79c, 98c 

Mirrors 
98c and $1.98 

Broadcloth 
Solids & Whites 
lOc, 15c yard " · 

BARGAIN 

INTEaIOR VIEw OF THE spacious first ladies' accessory counter. The shoe department 
floor of Parks Belk'a new szore, In the fore- is shown at rear left and the men's depani!llent 
,rrounc are the piece goods department and is pictured rear right. 

Thousands of items await you in our second floor BARGAIN DEPARTMENT. 
You'll find here the greatest array of goods we have ever offered. Our space has 
has been greatly. enlarged and therefore we are able to have several �mes the a· 
mount of bargains we formerly had in our old store. We are listing a few of our 
special openings in our bargain section. 

Felt Scatter Rugs 
$1.00 each 

Curtain Materials 
5c yard 

Boys' Covert Work 
Shirts 

39c 

• 

NEW TO�· 
Every kind, lany description you�Jl want. 
Service.able and very .attraerive these 
towels are fea:tured in' our first floor 
and bargain departments. " 

5C-10C-19C 
25( 

15C- 19C · 25CJyd. 
I 
Iaee Table Cloths 

A l!'orgeous decoration to any 
t:ilile. These beautiful pat­ 
terns are very much in de­ 
mand and are worth a care­ 
ful-inspection, 

$�69&$1.98 
1· ,, 

Goods )��tr 
,,,i'•, � .. ;., � . 

. ; .. • ·: 

Thousands upon thousands of yards of :·pretty 
silks will greet you as you enter the new store. 
These s(iks, including triple sheers, solid crepes 
and wash silks, were shipped just in time for 
the opening. 

CHENILE BED SPREADS 

. P.iece- 

· 49C yd. 
t 
' ; f SHEER GOODS 
\ 

As the merry month of May arrives thoughts 
turn 1h summer materials. Sheer goods fill our 
larger· and even better piece goods department 
and a� priced at - 

$2.98 ·$3.45· 
j$3.98 
�I,, 

. Lots llf �Dew patterns and new colors 
are incllded. in this first showing to 
the Marion public. Unpacked in time 
for our c,petting. j.- 

HLY IS INVITED! 

value in shirts 
nteed. New pat­ 
lar $1.50 value 
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Here's· AnOther- 

Dye'' 
:,. .', 

J 

. �"·.' ''B ·1 -:'. UI t 
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FOR lTS FiN£ NEW MARION STORE 

I 

HEADLIGHT OVERALLS 
Congratulates 

PARKS BELK: co. 

\. 

·· .. ·'• 

- ... / 

told '1f. chapter aettviti�. Miss. , , ..• , 
Mary Jo Dutton, who reported on 

·,,_','JI the new home ec courses; Miss 
Jackie Hutton, who gave a most 
informative description of the ne..t 
core curricu)wn course· and de­ 
scribed it as Iearning not facts 
so much as "successful living and 
understanding"; Miss Louise 
Choate, who gave a light reading. 

Bill Wolfe earnestly congra­ 
tu.lated the community on the ad­ 
dition to . the school which made 
the cafeteria possible, and t.lie · 
Rev. Bill McFall -dellvered the 
club's fhanks to the ladies for a 
grand meal, C. E. Keesling and 
Ed Pugh spoke up for the home· 
folks. 

I 

Mr. and Mrs. Rallph Bru:ke:, 
are tlhe parents of a son bom 
Tuesday, April 2.<l, at Homeland 
hospital, weighing seven pounds, 
thirteen and ()lll>e-llialf ounces. 

You'll like the looks and the feel of 

. these new TOM TERRY styles. 

Fine styling and fine crafts· 

mansbip, They'll give yoq. 

service much longer thctn 
I 

· you expect. Drop In IIOOJl 

to see these new: stylt11o . 

& 

.< 

Featured in the new Parks Belk 
Shoe Department . 

A g�J 'short program inwhich 
· 1iudents of &ngar Grc.,,,, high 

: i+ool ;,xpla!r,ed their activities 
tltiid school progress ia�•ured the 

1 .re�ar weekly Jinne; b! Ki-.vJnis 
-1''.l(Sday night, tiie 29th.. when 
.tlic club met. at S·1gar Grove hi;;h 

. ,ivr a splendid dlnnt:r served in · 
.',th,. cafeteria .by !Mties of the J>.'J',, 

A.- 
The visitors were welcomed to 

"R,e Valley by E; M. ca:houn, 
'with President Bill W v!:n of Ki­ 
wanis responding. l'r,�,,ipn1 .1;·,·«i 

·McD<1nald presented t'te· sehoot , 
faculty, who. were· di .. in �.� _gu:�'s. 

. , · -On the program, !:..'··.>ugt,t b!' 
Mrs .. W .H. Copenit,tYer,. were 
Pete Slemp, FFA president, who 

I 

I 
i' BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS - 
lMarion - ·_ .t.i;:\;�� •:, "�-:.�\-�l�.:-�:Virgin'iar�}t:�?:';1,:17\· 

I 

formation. 

--- 

•• c • 

Student 'r alks .. · ''.f: ,. 
. · .. ,. ' ' . . ·, '. . t," 

H ig Ii Light 1Vl eei � . 
·01 xiw.anis Club · .Y : , 
' . . ' ' April 28-<MTS, Tom , 

visiting Mrs. J. W. 

The new Parks Belk Company building, erected on contract for Mr. 

Beattie Gwyn, is another of a long line of outstanding local buildings 

.. "Built by Dye." Big business men and small home owners alike have 
learned to depend on the �reful workmanship, attention to detail 

painstaking 'selection of materials, sound buying, and money saving ad- .­ 
vice that. go into a Dye· built job. Dial 4953 for plans, estimates, in- 

' 
River. Items 

·.:-;. 
. "·· 

Miss Dorothy Huffman has re· 
covered from 11 recent . illness. 

· Atkins, 
·1Sexto,n is 
Long. 

Mr. Groggs of Bristol has been 
:a recent guest of .his son, Robert 
�roggs,a.nd Mm. Groggs. 

Miss Queenie Harris spent Sun· 
· day with Misses Anna Mae and 
-Georgia Fay Funk. 

Mir. and Mrs:. Robert ·Se:w>!l 
spen,t the weekend with Mr. and 
!Mrs. J. B. OI'Uff, 

··1 ·':, 

You'll Find 

I 

First Floor 

Headlight 
Overalls 

Parks Belk 
StoreI 

from her recent- Hlnese. 

Barnes B<udlt>anan underwent an 
a:ruiendectomy at Lee. Memorial · 
hospital in Marion lasJ; · week. 

accompanied by his illllOther, Mrs. 
Hattie Maiden, and his two sis- . 
ters, Mrs. E. L. Ro.bel'ts aad Ml'B, - · 
OM! Koellnen ,, 

D. R. Mai<\en of Philad>elphia, 
Pa., who W8S called to Adwol<f on · 
account of the death of his grand- : 
mother, Mrs. D. J. Blankenbeckler, · 
:returned home Satumy. He was �· 

!Mr. ·and Mrs. ,C:·L. Clark spen� 
Wednesday with W, B. Cla.rk, 

David and Laura Sexton Bllcll· 
· a.nan · ,spent the weekend with 

Misses Gray and 'Helen Buchanan. Oh,a,tharo Hill, Apr.ii · 28-,Mr. 
anld Mrs. J. A. Stephenson and 

J. M. Pratt J-t, who is employed · daughters; Kate and, Polly were 
a,t the Hercules Powder ]>)ant at · · visiting MT'S. M. S. Carter Sun· 
J!iadford spent Sunday at his home day 81fternoon . 
hea,e. 

Mr. a:nd .Mn; WU!i,am Moore J 1", 
Mr. anld ,M,rs. Arehie Buchanan . and daughter, Joyce Ann, Rc,,bert 

and son, Sam, spent Sunday a.£ter· ii,nd Bruce ,Moore and Miss ll:lat-. 
noon ,i.t the home of Mrs. J, S. .garet Billings were v,isiting Mr. 
iRo>be:rts. and Mrs. James Hoover at Mar· 

Miss Mary Helen Hayes· spent' ion Sunday. 
tihe weekend with iher sister, . ,, 
Laura, at Radford OoUege. . Herbert Moore and Taylor An- 

Mrs. Elizabeth Garriett spent der,ion returned home from Gait- 
the weekend with her parents, Mr. hersburg, Md.,·, Saturdav. 
8111d Ml'S. John G. Buchana:n.. She Mrs. Mary Bowling has return- 
Ieft Sunday for . Sweetwater hos.. '· · · e<f home from Lee Memorial hos- 
pital at Sweetwater, Tenn., where pita.I where ahe underwent a.n op·, 
she will •be technician. eration. . . . , 

,Flriends of Mr11, !Mag,g;ie Hays . Mr. and Mrs, A. J, Hoover and 
Peterson of Radford regret to hear aons, Hel"bert . and Billy, ·a.nd 
of her illness at Roanoke hos· Jall!es · Anders'?JI visiited Mr •. and 
pita!. Mrs. Henry- Hoover Sunday 1.t 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Laoo of Quarry. 
Eldorado, Al,k, were gues!B of Mr. and Mrs. Oh:ester. Wilson 
Mrs. D. J, :trudhanan and Mrs. and daughter Off Gaithersburg, 
Nannie Gaddy last week. Md., are visiting �fr. and .Mrs. 

Will.ie . Gillespie. . · 

I Rich Valle¥ I'::; I Nick's Creek 
Broadfoed, April . ,°;28-Mrs. . ·'' 

'George Rosenbaum. has · :returned 
to !her .home at Pocahontas after 
111Ulr6ing •her S>Ster, 'Mrs. S. T. _ 
iBuchaaian, itor .several. days. �rs. 
'.Budhanan .is very mueh._improved 

. Roy 'Sexton is able to be out 
after a ,recent; illness. 

.. · Jtoy BlevilllS and sister, Marie, 
_ ·have ·been visiting in .Konnarock, . 

Tile, 

. , 

V�.-TENN. 

Rubber 

' • 

similar work. � 

HEADLIGHT. 
SAFE DEPOSIT* 
OVERALLS 

-.., UNION MADE 

$1.69 
COST NO MOIE THAN 
OIDINARY OVHALlS 

�am�us Headlight Overalls with an 
!""elusive new feature. All the regu­ 
lar bib pockets and two big new 

iSafe Deposit zipper pocliets'-111. 
I most the· size of· lhe entire bib - 
I )'�t they close so securely that c 
single pin couldn't fall out, Rust• · 
proof Taloo zipper is self-locking. : 
Valuable papers, blue prints, 
money, keys , , , your pipe or cigar­ 
ettes • . . whatever you put here 
stays safe and clean. ' 

-,. 

. (:) 
p.cH SYMBOL REPRESENTS to MIWOt( $f.!$1j�� • 

BUILDING 

� ----,::..... 
.. _. ---- L'f::.SAfE PLACE._..• 

AT :,��rvA�:� "MoNEY �No 
f O ·«EEf' PER ... V",LUABLES ! 

· .... - -� 0111 - " ·�-----� 

U. S. Wheat Markets Shrink 

PARKS BELK CO. 

r __ 
, ..... u. s. . 

i ,ht, Off.r, 
\..::--� 

JOE RAINERO TILE 
COMPANY 

Tcrrazza, Tile, Asphalt Tile, 
Marble Installations and all 
get the best! 

Terrazza and Asphalt Tile Floors 
of the new 

U.S. WHEAT EXPORT� 

:�:E ,, •••• .,.�� .• , --- ···� 

DONE RIGHT 

BRISTOL 

/ problem facing U. S. farmers In 1941 Is the great reduction In\ 
· ,v eat export outlets, as shown by t!te chart above. U, s. Departmen� 
Gf Agriculture officials point out that continued acreage adjustmeP,� 
�dei:_:�: AAA Program ls neces&&l'f to balan�t wh,at 111nnt1 witlt wecre.....,,..demand, .,-3 - 

Dr. Hugh J. Rhyne, Merion 

Oollege presiden,t;, who went to � Mr. ·and Mrs. MUre ELier of 
Richmond Iate last week to preach Chilhowie announee the birtih of 

a sermon there .Sunday was �ck- .. a daughter, ,Mmtha J8ille, at 
en with an attack of pluerlsy and . Homeland hospital Thu.rsda.y, 

. wi,11 . be confined to a · Richmond April 24, weig,hing five poi ·· . . . · 
ibospital for -"t<,Jeast &, week. ;,, .five and one-half ounces. . .. 1- · --------------------------z 
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UNION TRUST BUILDING 

Bristol, Tenn-Va, � 

TO 

on its progress. 

Friedman-Marks Clothing offers 
fine suits for men at reasonable 
prices. You'll find our line a fea­ 
ture of the men's department first 
floor. ' 

CONGRATULATE 

Congratulations 
Parks Belk! 

ENGINEERING 'SALES 
CORP • 

BY 

PARKS BELK.FLOOR WAS FUR­ 
NISHED AND INSTALLED 

l\1oultile 

PHONE 884; 

"A Floori�g suitable for all types of build­ 
ings .and homes." , 

12,000 square feet of floor space and every 
foot made .comfortable by 

MOULTILE is an asphalt composition for floors de­ 
, signed for walking comfort. All designs in plain and 

marbleized cblors. 

a pleasure for 

Richmond 
CO. Inc. 

-CLOTHING 
MARKS 

FRIEDMAN- 
·,� .: It's 
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Rural Retreat, Alpril 28-The 
Literary , club held the eegular 
meeting at the home of Mrs. H. 
M. Bellamy Wednesday, April 23. 
A delightful 1unicheon was served 
and a social hour' was enjoyed 
by tlhe members and visitors. 

Mrs. H. J .. Greever presided 
over the business session and this 
followed •by the program which 
the leader, Mrs. ,C. L. Jennings, 
presented. She gave a paper on 
the development, the needs and 
the accomplishments of the Ameri­ 
can· Negro. Mrs. S. E. Bratton 
g,a.ve two poems •by Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar, "'JJhe Lord Had a Job For 
Me" and "Little Black Sheep." 

A very imeresting meeting of 
the MaeDowell Music club was 
given Monday evening at the 
home of Miss Katlhy.rn Etter 
with Mm. L. A. Ophoff as guest 
speaker. She gave a report of the 
State 1Meetin.g of Music clubs 
which was held in Richmond last 
week. 

The Senior Home Eoonomics 
class entertained the faculity a.nd 
county officers at dinner, Alpril 
17th ·at the Home Eoonomics Cot­ 
ta,ge. A tlhree course was served 
to . eiglhteen. 

A very entertaining program 
was given; which consisted of 
songs, readings, and games. 

Mrs. F. E. Nelms returned Fri­ 
day from Washington, D. C. where 
she attended the national conven­ 
ti001 o:f the American Red Cross, 

• Mrs. Nelms is chairman of Home 
,Service, a tRed Cross program, 
wlh:ich concerns the welrfare prob­ 
lems of memoers of military ser­ 
vices o:f the U. S. A. including 
Amny, Navy, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guards. 

W. E. Richmond is very ill at 
his home here. His son, Pleasants, to spend same time with Dr. and 
<If Coalwood, W. Va. and daugh- ·Mrs. Orin Barker. Mrs. Cassell 
ter, Frances, of Tazewell are � <Will visit friends in Louisville,Ky, 
:home. 

Mrs. J, N, Caiseell lef.t Sunday ibefore returning home. 
for Brlstol where she was joined Miss Etta Pleasants of L)rn<:h- 

-lby ·her-"ister, Mrs. Charles- Mc-·· ····1bu1'g-ts··visltin.g her sister, Mre. - ' ',· .. 
Ghee for a trip to Trenton, Tenn. W. E. Richmond. 

r,,..,....,..,..w1e-p:r:011cu1ent OWidiiii �->;---;;•,·. 
ply house has become C1f in­ 
creasing importance. Nationally 
recognized fixtures and boilers, 
etc., are in. the Marion Hardware 
line, and skilled workman do the 
installations. . 

Marion Hardware also furnish­ 
ed the long lasting lead-coated 
tin roofing, the cement, masonry 
mortar, plaster, metal lath, plas­ 
ter base and builder's hardware 
used to produce this handsome 
new building 

Rural l<etreat 

$5 

Child Health Aided When Farmers Enrich Soil 

,.- Observance of Child Health Day every 'May 1 indicates the nation's interest In the welfare of ltl 
future citizens such u this radiant child. This interest is shared by the 6 million farmers cooperating in the 
AAA farm program. As a contribution to proper nutritioll for growing children these farmers are 
�ting aoil conditlo�s !'hlch assure an abundance of healthful foods both now and 'in the future. Appli• 
cation to the land of liming materials and superphosphate, shown In the top picture, is one meana of doing 
$hla. Such practice. mean better pastures, more and bettet milk from dairy cows, and healthier American 
lbllclre11. 

M-Cushiori for 
.MetatuH,I - H-Cu1hion fo, 

""' I -Cushion for ,,,.. .. 
A-Su,1t.;.,M<t1 .. 

f¥ulAICfl • 

Marion Hardware 
Installs Parks Belk 
Heating, Plumbing 

The complete heating and 
plumbing system of the new 
Parks Belk Company store in 
Marion, including blower fixtures, 
was sold and installed by Marion 
Hardware & Supply Company Inc. 

.. In recent years the complete 
· plumbing and heating service of 

Featured in the new Parks 
Belk Shoe Department. 

$5 

�tep-intoN atura]. Brfdge Shoes 
Joday, and step out with new grace 
�d more buoyancy. Special, hidden 
f<>mrort Ceature!_ give added spring 
1.0 your step� And that isn'� all 
lbe good news. Natural Bridge Shoes 
toine in' light/airy models and 
ttreamlined designs. Come in,"try 011, 

these lovely little shoes. There's a 
treat m our etore for J!!'}r ��\l 

I 

· .Among the well wishers to 
Parks Belilt Company on the open­ 
ing of its new store is Friedman­ 
Marks Clothing Company, Ine., of 
Richmond, whose clothes are a 

..feature of the men's department. 
:MMtufactw,,m, ,. of. --RookingiN>rn 

clothing and Rockool summer 
.suits, the Richmond concern is a 
leader in the manufacturing of 
men's clotJhin,g. Style, good, long 
wearing material and ad! efforts 
for customer. sa.tis>faction are in­ 
cluded in a Friedman�a!'ks suit. 

Friedman-Marks 
Clothing Sold 
By Parks Belk 

Emerson Hats, featured in the 
men's department of Parks Belk 
Company, extend cong ratulatrons 
on the opening of the new $65,000 
store, located in the heart of the 
Marion shopping district. 

Office of the Emerson brand of 
ihats, leaders in the price field, 
is located in Danbury, Conn. and 
of<fer the best possible workman­ 
ship and maserial in their pro­ 
ducts. Many style11 for men are 
included in this nationally known 
line of head wear for men. ' . Store Floor rs 

Thing .of Beauty 
The 12,000 square feet of floor 

space in the new Parks Beik 
'building is truly a thing of 
beauty. Covere<I with an asphalt 
eompoaition called moultile and 
furnished by the Engineering 
Sales Co11!)oration C1f Bristol the 
floor is designed to relieve walk- 

. ing fatigue. 
The new building's floor is of 

I -checkered design of black and 
l · light tan and is in kepir.g with 

the color design to give a cheery, 
light atmosphere In the building 
at all times. 

Engineering Sarles Corporation 
' has its o,Mices in the Union Trust 

·1 Building 00 Bristol, Va.-Tenn, 

I · Vernon Blacklburn and his as­ 
sistant, Luke Anderson, at the 
Parks Belk store have had sev­ 
eral years cl!: experience in selling 
this brand o;f men's clothing an I 

zeccmmend its quality. 

1 Emerson Hats 
Are Featured 



TROY K. ROSS 

Troy K. Ross, 79, died at hi.tF 
home at Sugar Grove, Wednesd�w 
April 30. 

.He is survived by one · son;.. 
Chester Ross, of Salem. 

Funera,l services were held 
Thursday afternoon at 2 o'clock 
at the home. Burial wa.s near­ 
by. 

Students in the state depart­ 
ment of education course in "Per­ 
sonalized Selling" being given by 

Miss Doris Cunningham at Mar­ 
ion high school will see '%e­ 
Come Back," a motion picture 
study of the problem of merchan­ 
dise retUirns, in the library at g:. 
tonight. 

Enrollment in the course in-­ 
creased to 18 last week and any 
new enrollments by full-or part 
time salespeople will be welcom• 
ed, or such persons may feel free­ 
to drop in tonlght to see the, 
film. 

Tonight's meeting is the thlrdl 
of a series of eight. 

Sales Students To 
View Film Tonight 

J;Jc!E.,WORK of Clarence B. Kear- 
-t:"'fott, .. aIThitect . of Br:stol, is. ia 

demand in. '.l'larion as his past 
and present. record will bear out. 
The m�est designed building by; 
Mr. Kearfott is the new Parks; 
Belk building, located in the ·ce11-­ 
ter of Marion. 

Planning big buildings is not 
new to Mr. Kearfott, whose list. 
of Marion plans include Marion· 
Drug Company, Harwood Manu­ 
facturing Corporation plant, tw<>· 
buildings for Southwestern State 
Hospital, additions to the Baptist. 
and Methodist churches, the Lu- . 
thera.n church building, Royal Oak· 
Presbyterian church, new home of: 
Seaver and Son. 

His work is not confined to, 
business and industrial buildings 
for tfie list of homes designed byr 
Mr. Kearfott include Mrs. W. V� 
Birchfield, Sr., the Charles S. 
Wassum home, the A. T: Lincoln, 
residence, home of Mr. and Mrs. 
BilJ Birchfield, home of George, 
A. Collins, home of :\[rs. Mary 
CaMan and the home of Mrs. H. 
P. Copenhaver, all in and near 
Marion.· · · · 

Back of Architect Kearfott lies- · 
33 years of eJCperience in design­ 
i:ng builclings and homes in south­ 
west Virginia, east Tennessee� 
His hOlllle and office is· in Bristol- 

Main street. Each department has its ex­ 
perienced salesladies and -salesmen to' insure, 
fast, efficent service - a characteristic of 
the C<;>mpany. 

(Photo for Parks Belk Company) 

·, 

· of the program. for t!he elemen- 
�� ,group, and Paw. Cox of 
Galax ,'!or the high school group. 
Thj' �rogram for the high school 
,#oJtri wvll be centered around 
sthe theme "The School as a Con- 
trabuting Factor in our. National 
Defense Program. 

Miss Freida Koontz, secretary 
of the state SCA, of Richmond 
will . take part on the · program. 
Also included in the ·program are 
Br;stol, and about 600 or 700 
students are expected to ·attend 
the meeting. 

and cheery this department is a feature of tll; 
new $65,000 building. 

(Photo for Parks Belk Company) 

·of the spacious first floor. The department, 
with larger space in the new building, will 
affer a larger stock to Smyth county men. 

(Photo for Parks Belk Company) 

pagea.nit "The Spirit ¢ the Souj;h­ 
,w�t·• will be given by students 
of River.s1G ... � .�chooi, J,iss lf�ie 
.. \ J\J�t, prine!pal. During the re­ 

•llla1naer of the morning session 
each pupil w;j! visit two h.bn1·a­ 
tory groups 1, work. Each group 
will consist ,,f a teacher and 
group of pupils represented. Th.a 
afternoon program will consist of 
a r,esu,n<, of the day's work. 

The association is composed of 
schools from Bland, Srnyi,lo, Wash- · 
ington counties and the city .or 
Bristol. 

Mrs. Virginia Tate is .in charg·e 

LARGE AND EFJ<'ICIENT staff of Parks 
Belk Company ready to serve patrons at all 
times. Several were added to the sales staff 
when the store moved from its old· location 
to the more spacious building on Marion's 

MODERN IN EVERY ASPECT is ·the up­ 
to-date ready to wear department for ladies, 
balcony of the _Parks Belk store. Hright 

Miss Mary Helen Brosius of 
Marion wa.s on the dean's list of 
honor students for the wintet 
quarter, session 1940-41, at Mary 
Washington College, Fredericks­ 
burg, it is announced by the col­ 
lege. 

Holston district of the student 
cooperative association will hold a 
meeting in ,the Marion high school 
Friday, May . )!� beginning lilt 10 . 
a. m. 

Included in the 'program are 
two welcome addresses. by· Rohert 
F. Williams, Smyth school super­ 
intendent, and W; W. Wilkerson, 
Marion high principal. An original 

HOLSTON DISTRICT -SCHOOLS 
MEET FOR ONE DAY SESSION 

TYPICAL OF THE bea'lltiful departments of 
· the new Parks Belk store is the men's furn­ 
ishing section, which occupies almost one-half 

NOW RECOV;J;;RING from the ef· 
fects of a dangerous fall in Ab· 
ingdo11 a few weeks aigo is S. I. 
Dye, head of the building and 
contracting firm of S. I. Dye & 
Sons, buildera of the new Parks 
Belk store building. 

-Mr. Dye ·was injured in· a tmn­ 
ble from a wa:11 of tli'e Zephyr 
Theatre, recently burned, �ch- .- 
his fhm is rei>uilding. . c •· • 

,Aibly assisted by his sons, Mr. 
Dye has buHt many of Marion's 
finer buildings, The firm re­ 
cently completed the beautiful new 
Clhri.st Episcopal church in the 
west end. 

S. I. Dye & Sons does not, 
however, confine its operations 
to large business buildings. Many 
of Marion's most modern and at­ 
tractive homes, in both the l!lllall 
Uld medium cla.ssifications, have 
come from the hands of Mr. Dye, 
his · sons and their skilled crafts­ 
men. (Greear Studio Portrait) 

When origill'8.Jly made, there 
was a shaft to t;he rear of the 
lhopper which extended upward. 
On this sha:ft was a chain gear 
which gave more speed to ,the 
,mi,IJ without having to turn the 
lha.ndle so fast. In time the chain 
wore out and ithe cogs of the 
wheels wore smooth, so Mr. Wolfe, 
the 1111!11lrer, changoo the handle to 
ilts present position. 

The 1buhr can ,be adjusted from 
beneath so as to grind fine or 
coarse. 

Under the bench, suspended on 
long wooden ,pins wihidh have in­ 
side eXJtensions, is tihe drawer to 
catch the ground coffee. On these 
extensiq"� 'is tacked a wooden, 
>tl1aCk up<>li· the drawer wides. So 
as to prevent the drawer from 
falling 111t the rear from its track, 
,Mr. Wolfe made ,it wedge-sha,ped 
narrower at the rear than at the 
front. 

While Mr. Williams ,was yet a 
lad, there was an interesting aard 
colorful �ter, 1fu.e guest ever 
so often in the Mg log house of 
his grandfather, Simon Wolfe. 

Seventy-five � and more 84:'0 
these :mo1llll'tams were 1ihe ha'bitat 
of IIllUOh wild life. Many noted 
hunters, bemdes Obarles Sm Clair 
who was the owner of a thousand 
acres aJIO'ng tihe &Mlh Fork of the 
Holston River a:nd from. who:n 
Si;n Clair's Bottom gets its name, 
visited this section. One intrepid 
bunter, WiLburn Wa,ters, wh�m. it 

tracking through 
Smyth ..... 

with Clara I-Iii/ Carner 

back 

Aibout one il>undred fo.r,ty years 
ego, people living in what is now 
Smyth county must have drunk 
coffee with a vengeance from the 
looks of the old coffee mill in 
it!he above picture. This truly an­ 
tique can be seen in the Fixit 
Shop of Charles S. Porter on 
Main Street, near tihe Marion 
JHiardiwa;re Sitm-e. "There is none 
like it in oa,ptivi.ty", was the face­ 
tious remark of Mr. Porter when 
showing it to the writer. 

This old coffee mill is tih,e handi­ 
iwonk of \Mr. Porter's great, great 
gnmdf,ather, Simon Wolfe, a black­ 
:smttih and ifanner of tJie River­ 
side community, who lived in the 
neig,hbomooci'·' of C. B. Rou.se's 
store. 

This milil dates ·badk to the tilne 
!When '11homas Jeffemon was ,presi· 
dem. [t was tlhe time In which 
iroasted coffee, dated coffee, elec­ 
-trically ground coffee for pereola­ 
tor or drip, minus-caifflne coffee, 
and ooff ee ,good to the last drop 
were never ,Ilea.rd. It was the time 
that a�! coffee was purchased 
GlbEEN from 1:h.e cross-road store 
and lhome roaswt lt was the time 
before electric ranges, gas rang,,s, 
oil or gasoline stoves, chaffing 
dishes which used alcohol, stemo . 
C8illllled heat, charcoal stoves, coal 
-0r crude oil ranges, or the old 
:re1iable wood cook stove were in 
Ullle. 

The open fireplace was tihe cook 
stove in the home of Mr. Simon 
Wolfe. The coffee was roasted in 
the old fashioned iron baker which 
was placed in the hot ashes .with 
hot coals placed' on the lid. If ."'.{as 
4lb.e same old baker in which - the 
corn ,pone ,bread was baked to · a 
ric'h. :golden brown. 

· Roasting tihe coffee required a, 
good deal of stirring to keep it 
from scorching just as ii did in 
later years when cofree was roasc, 
ed in a bread pan in the cook stove 
oven. After it had attained an 
even rich dark brown, the aroma 
permeating the atmosphere - the 
beaten white of an egg was stir­ 
red into the ,baker or pan of· hot 
ooffee whic'h. gave it a glue and 
also added to its flavor. 

The grandfather of Mr. Porter, 
· W. B, Williams, wiho is 82 years 
old, testifies to the ·authenticity 
of this interesting old mill. Mr. 
Wi1liaans was reared 'by his ,gmnd­ 
father, Simon Wolfe. He states 
illhat wihen a small iboy the mill 
had been in operation for many 
years. , 

Most of tihe old coffee mills 
were of two types, either the 
hopper type wlhicih fastened on 
the wadi or the /box type whicll, 

· was held on the lap, or ,placed be• 
tween the knees in order to gft 
a better hold, for grinding. ; 

Mr. Wolfe sureJ.y had tlhe Sl!llJle 
philoooplhy · as an old .la.dy 111'bout 
whom Henry Boley tells dn his 
lbook, "Lexington In Old Vi,,ginia." 
(You will find this book on j;he 
Oonfederate Bookshelf at the 
Meil'ion High School Library.) 
Upon being offered a chair, she 
replied, "I never stand when I 
can sit, 81Ild I never silt wihen I can 

' lie." Mr. Wolfe ,believed in sitti,.g . 
while grinding his coffee. 

This mi'll is made on a poplar 
benclt 8 ft. long and stands 1 ft. 
higih. 'l1he mill proper consists of a 
!ban,Morged iron buhr embedded 
in the benall ln Wlhiell a circular 
!bu1b:r is operated by a lfOlng ourved 
!handle. The hopper (into 'Which. 
the oofifee is poured) ls of solid 
� and shows 11he iimpreasiolltl 

.-at itbe smith's NIOJ!IJW'I'. 

- ' _, 
.. ' 
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of West.em North dm>lina, fre· r;··,-:-;···� -"� .. �'. 
qu:':.00 :��ls hearing ! l · ··.. 0 ·1.=:�� �! ··· ·. - 
hlim teM of some ·of his hair-raie- 1 ' " "' - ·• · '·· . 
ir,11' encounters 'with bear and . r:·y· .. ' ·,,,• .. 
ot1',er animals. The Wlolfe home 
11 ".i ,a long front porch fr�n 
,. , , :eh · the slilli.r's ·ex'llend'2· from 
t:' .• outside to the il'OOtnS above. 
,,. inrsh arohetictul'e style). Af\er 
Ji.emng fu thO!le stories, -that 
made the. "goose bumps" stand 
out on his flesh, lhe was afraid to 
go out on the long dark .j>orch 
tlo climb the steps to >bed. 

Charles B. Coale ihas written a 
book entitled "'Dhe Life and Ad­ 
ventures of Wilburn Waters", this 
!famous ihll!nter and trapper of 
'Wlhite Top Mounrt:a.in, embracing 
!history of Souehwestern Virginia, 
sufferings of the pioneers, et 
cetera. 'l1he first edition of this 
lbook appeared in 1878. Copies 
sell now for $1·5 • 

. This old oofi'ee mill -may be out 
of daite ·but it is -not out: of service. 
fl1he faro Hy ,presses it into use 
tfor cradkii·r4g com for chicken 
feed. (.Smff Photo - Greear). 
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