








Wed July 25 
We reached Zimbali about midnight last night. They whisked us off and into customs. Lois 

generally  flaunts her German but at customs its a big help to say “[illegible] English” and act 
innocent. They did not do more than barely glance at things. Lois got tea and I mineral water and we 
piled on the funniest train I ever saw. They raise the seats to make upper [illegible] but have no sheets 
or pillows. I told Lois I bet we turned up our watch but we did not and a [illegible][illegible] woke us 
yelling Kija.  The secretary had [illegible] a lively Russian girl to meet us. She thought we did not 
come so rushed to the Berlin train. Finally we made connection and had a grand bath which is rare. 
Everyone goes to public baths. 

We [illegible] sometime in Vilna. The [illegible] gave it to Lithuania but Poland just ignored it 
and marched an army in and took it. Paderewski has resigned in despair and [illegible] to his estate in 
California leaving Poland in the hands of Marshall Pilsudski and awful old devil. 

The people are noticeable Eastern. In Prague I asked Mr. Lowri why no woman as waitresses. 
He said “thats mans work its too easy for woman they are porters etc.” It was true that they carry the 
heaviest baggage in the stations. In Poland we say them crushing rock and building roads. Even so 
when the Americanized Pole [illegible] that we wouldnt stand for that in America we had to agree that 
in the open air and not being hurried it might not be worse than eleven hours in a factory keeping up 
with a big marching. 

We are just next the Soviet Consulate here. The soviets are very friendly to the Baptists and 
other “sects” because ther got to know so many of them in prison when they were together persecuted 
by the Czar. 

These two little countries, Estonia and Latvia, are just allowed to be countries because Europe 
needs them as barriers against Bolshevism. They have been countries for 10 yrs and any one with any 
political sense can see that its only a matter of time till they will have to join Russia. I dont dare say 
that as they are very nationalistic and proud of their country. 

We were to have the conference in an old castle but something has gone wrong so we will be in 
an or [illegible] hotel. 

The girl who met us is to be my interpreter. I fear I shall not be very lucid when forced to 
organize my thoughts in such a way as to mean anything when translated. 

The Lutherans here nearly die when told that Lutherans are a “sect” in America. 
They have tiny Russian horses and few farm implements. As in Switzerland, C-Slovakia and 

much of Europe the farm home is built onto the barn. I hope for a lot of mail when I reach [illegible] in 
the morning. 

They have the most gorgeous porcelain stoves here just like the farm stone they reach the 
ceilings of the rooms 

Much love 
Eleanor 


